by Paul Arnkvarn 


It seems to be the case that no matter 
how much we (CUSA) as an association 
scream and shout about the real 
possibility of this institution dying from 
wounds inflicted upon us by those 
knife-wielding, prison-raped politicians 
found in our various houses of legislation 
and no matter how much we yell about 
the university administrators and the 
lack of an appropriate response on their 
part and the need for us tosend them to 
the showers of Cowansville Maximum 
Penitentiary; for students at Concordia, 
the issue remains Politics of the Genitals. 

Genital politics is that area of the 
political sphere where the inadequate 
and the incapable fooling with fantasy 
are pitted against the unsure and angry 
dealing with the unthinkable. Genital 
politics is the stuff that gets little boys to 
write cute little proclamations of 
prowess and endowment on washroom 
walls and in Engineering editorials and it 
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causes little girls to form committees to 
stop them. 

At Concordia, the issue has taken 
some real shape after last year’s Science 
Students’ adult movie night, an editorial 
in the McGill Engineers’ infamous 
Plumbers’ Pot, our very own Toy Boy’s 
section of the ‘‘Nooks and Crannies”’ 
and mostrecently,a Communication 
Studies publication (which | still haven't 
read) ‘Youth in Asia News’’. Compli- 
menting these fiascos, the Link has 
donated mountains of paper to the 
cause, and in turn acommittee has been 
struck up to study the future of CUSA 
funding of such publications. 

Now this is all very well and fine but 
what concerns me is the form of 
response this ad hoc committee is going 
to take. Sure, they can appeal to CUSA 
Legislative Council to form a policy 
whereby budgets can be frozen and 
thusly the printing of such material 
stopped. Sounds great. But, who in this 
school sits in a position capable and 
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qualified to decide what is “appropriate” 
and what is not? My experience with 
feminists and anti-racists in the past has 
shown me that a lot of material which 
was actually quite abstract yet open and 
in pursuit of good humour, has been 
thrown on the proverbial Hitlerian 
bonfire by restrictive, linear minds. As 
for the other side of the coin, those 
people who practise the ‘‘releases”’ 
necessary to the complete image of the 
North American shit head, have to learn 
a little sensitivity (oh, we'll settle for a 
little class). We all have to make clearer 
that line between lust and ‘“‘sexism”’ and 
until we can become at ease with our 
bodies and stop hiding our ugly toes 
into socks that smell...well we might as 
well get out the marshmallows to roast 
in that fascist fire. 


Ahem, the opinions expressed inthis 
column are Paul Arnkvarn’s and not 
necessarily those of CUSA. Mr. Arnk- 
varn’s home phone number is 272-2343. 
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COUNCIL BY-ELECTIONS: VOTE NOV. 24, 25 & 26 


Your student association (CUSA), 
operates on mandates given it by 
students during elections, general as- 
semblies and university-wide referen- 
dums. 

Voting for legislative councillors (the 
student representatives who determine 
CUSA policy) started Tuesday and will 
end Thursday. 

Your new representatives, six from 
Arts & Sciences, four from Commerce, 
two from Engineering and three from 
Fine Arts need your support in this 


by-election. 

They will be responsible for influenc- 
ing, on your behalf, decisions made on 
just about every academic and adminis- 
trative committee in our University. 

Tuition fee increases will top the list of 
issues the newly elected councillors 
(there are a total of 11 councillors in Arts 
& Sciences, nine in Commerce, four in 
Fine Arts and four in Engineering and 
Computer Science) will be dealing with 
at the monthly meetings. 

In light of the Parti Quebecois 


committment to a policy based on 
increased accesibility to @ducation and 
free tuition in the 1976 provincial 
election, a major protest against the 
tuition fee hikes using the PQ’s own 
election platform promise against them- 
selves is envisioned by the present 
councillors. 

We'll get a chance to sample the new 
bloods’ political and organizational 
offerings at next Monday’s (November 
30) legislative council meeting in room 
H-769 at 6:00 p.m. 


CUSA STATE OF THE UNION 


By Glen Murray 

You may be wondering what ever 
happened to the $45.00 you paid to your 
student association. This note — will 


hopefully start to unravel the mystery. 


CUSA is an organization with diverse 
and extensive operations and here are a 
few of the things we do. 

In the Education area, CUSA has 
pushed for and achieved a review of 
Academic Advising, Registration, of the 
infamous course change procedures. 
We are working towards a total re- 
integration of these procedures and 
have moved the Board of Governors to 
set up a committee to review the 
systems. Departmental Council has 
established aunified voice tor all the 
universities student association’s Student 
representation is at its highest level in 
years. This has resulted ina streamlining 
of student appeals procedures, strong 
student positions on curriculum, cut- 
backs, and all academic issues before 
any university body A student caucus 
system that takes the concerns of 
students at the department level and 
ensures that student representatives 
maintain a common front on the issue 
all the way to Senate. 

The task of keeping students informed 
started CUSA’s newsletter Solecism, 
info sheets on important issues, and 
CUSA’s hand book. Less successful have 
been the student general assemblies 
where students vote on major issues and 
call their representatives to account. 
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The first assembly in April was very 
successful yet the two held in October 
were poorly attended. This has caused 
CUSA to initiate an information cam- 
paign and rework its approach to 
assemblies. 

We have had an extensive campaign 
against cuts which has included a press 
conference. petitions, postcard cam- 
paign to Ministers responsible for 
initiating the cutbacks, a Lobby Day, 
briefs presented to the Federal and 
Provincial Governments. We are now 
planning action against cutbacks for 
next semester in conjunction with other 
associations. 

The concerns of part time students are 
being addressed by pressure being 
placed on administration to extend 
services like advising and other essential 
student services into the evening hours. 
CUSA offices and services are now 
available at both campuses until 9:00 
p.m. A committee is being struck to 
investigate the problems and issues 
facing evening and mature students. 
CUSA's programming department which 
ran the social orientation programis 
undergoing areorganization after a\ eat 
of organizational problems. We have a 
new program director, Dina Sophios, 
who is available to help students plan 
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social and educational activities. CUSA 
now has a full time Researcher, Jean 
Robertson; who has provided a wealth 
of information tor student representa- 
tives throughout the university. 

We have successfully maintained low 
prices at all the student pubs in spite of 
being faced with successive increases in 
beer prices. Financially CUSA is in the 
best shape ever and many improvements 
completed and in the works have 
improved the associations’ financial 
management. There are proposals com- 
ing forth for computerized accounting 
and research services. 

There is also consideration being 
given to a total revamping of the 
associations’ constitution with an eye on 
further democratization of CUSA and 
working out many of the bugs in the 
present document. 

Our most important goal will be to get 
to you the students, informing you and 
seeking your opinions and support. 
CUSA is two and a half years old, 
experiencing many growing pains and 
pressures. Our organizational limits are 
often tested. Communications has been 
a major problem. In an effort to solve 
this we will be giving it our best in 
seeking you and we hope you'll drop by 
and see us. 


FROM THE MASTERFILES... 
EDUCATION IS BIG BUSINESS 


By Jean Robertson 

In the dark recesses of the Centennial 
Building basement a bunch of demoli- 
tion people have been tearing down 
walls and lifting up floorboards. This is 
being done in the name of beautifying 
CUSA office space. Being the resident 
time machine expert and archeologist, 
the CUSA demolition team discovered a 
precious document entitled ‘Financial 
Statistics of Education — 1977-78”’, 
(published by Statistics Canada Cat. 
81-208). It seems it was holding up one 
end of a couch. 

Having read it through, let me present 
you with my findings. 

Four years ago, the total education 
budget for all levels of education was 
$17 ,459,418,000 (yes — that’s billion 
dollars). Of that, the Provincial govern- 
ments kicked in over 65% and the Feds 
kicked in less than 9%. Where did the 
money go? Most of it went to 
elementary and high schools (67.3%), 
colleges (7.3%) and vocational training 
(6.1%). A paltry 19.3% ($3,337,985 000) 
went to those bastions of higher 
education — universities. However, 
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The Concordia Anti-Apartheid Com- 
mittee is preparing to engage in a major 
lobbying campaign against the Univer- 
sity’s financial dealings with the Bank of 
Montreal on the eve of their successful 
endeavour to get CUSA to withdraw its 
funds from that bank. 

At the November 4th Legislative 
Council Meeting a motion mandating 
CUSA to withdraw its account from the 
Bank of Montreal was passed. 

CUSA will now be banking with the 
Toronto-Dominion Bank. 

The CUSA Divestment Committee (a 
sub-committee of Legislative Council) 
recommended the transfer of funds at 
the last Council meeting. 

All but a reserve fund will be 
withdrawn from the Bank of Montreal. 
The reserve fund is a safety measure to 
cover outstanding cheques. CUSA’s 
Finance V.P., Ed Lauzon, said all our 
funds will be completely withdrawn 
within six months. 

The Anti-Apartheid Committee’s next 
major move will be to influence the 
Board of Governors to withdraw all of 
the University’s funds from the Bank of 
Montreal. 


university administrators across the 
country can skin a cat more ways than 
can be counted, so one must add capital 
grants, scholarships and other student 
aid, administrative (governmental) costs 
and student fees to the whole pot. This 
pushes the total to $4,643,946,000. Of 
this Quebec universities and c olleges 
have their paws on $1,501,559,000 (or a 
little more than 32%). The Quebec 
government’s Education Ministry con- 
trols 80.2% of this money and handles it 
directly; the Feds control 7% and the 
local university administrations control 
12.7% (namely — the student fees 
collected by them). However, when we 
take into consideration the payments 
made by the Feds to the Quebec 
government for post-secondary educa- 
tion, their share of the spending rises to 
48.6% of the total. Sounds high? Not 
really. This province, percentage-wise, 


Canadians demonstrate outside the Toronto-Dominion Bank's annual meeting in 
december, 1978. In 1980, as a result of this kind of 
that it would make no further loans to South Africa “under present conditions”. 


is the least supported by the Feds in 
Canada. froma high of 88% in PEL to the 
next closest low of 51.9% in Alberta, 
Quebec kicks in more money from its 
own treasury than any other province or 
territory. 

As a dollar value per capita of the 
labour force, $545. is spent in Quebec 
(from the Feds and the province 
together). This is the highest in Canada. 
The national average is $442. for every 
working person. The next highest is our 
neighbours, Newfoundland, spending 
$450. The lowest is (of course) PEl 
spending $266. 

This, | hope, will give you an idea of 
how much money is involved” in 
education and particularly post-second- 
ary education. It’s big business!!! 

If you'd like to know more, come on 
over and take a look. Don’t forget to 
bring your gas mask to protect your 
lungs against the dust. If you don’t like 
the dust, give me a call, and I'll write 
about more money statistics and how 
we measure up. 

CUSA’s researcher-archivist is Jean 
Robertson (tel #482-9280). 


Ss, 


pressure the bank announced 


Why Am] Here? 


by Geoff Moore 

There must have been some really 
bad days in your college life, days when 
you were so hung over and the 
unfinished papers, essays and assign- 
ments weighed upon your bleary mind 
like an obelisk. 

“What price education?” you wailed 
to no one in particular. 

“Nineteen bucks and change per 
credit,” replied the economics major to 
your left. 

In monetary terms, that little fellow 
was right. But what about the cost of 
your time and sweat? Let us talk about 
the opportunity cost of all those hours 
you spent in the buildings of Concordia. 
All those long hours in painfully boring 
classes, the time you wasted tracking 
down a book in the library stacks only to 
find itis missing and finally, all those 
instances you spent drinking alone in 
the pub. 

You could have been doing other 
things, for fun and profit. 

Take a second and figure out how 
many hours a week of your time you 
consume in school. Now multiply that 
number by the minimum wage, ($3.85). 
If you think you are worth more than the 
minimum for your services, give yourself 
$6. an hour. 

That makes quite a few clams. Now, 
demand that the government reimburse 


NEW LOYOLA 
DRINKING HOURS 


The Loyola Campus Centre will be 
instituting new hours for bar operations 
on atrial basis in hope of reducing their 
operating deficit. 


The New Hours are: 


WOLF AND KETTLE BAR 

Monday and Tuesday: Closed all day 
Wednesday: from 20:00 until 3:00 a.m. 
(if business warrants) 

Thursday and Friday: From 14:00 
Saturday: Closed 


OASIS 

Monday to Friday: From 12:00 
Saturday: From 20:00 

MAIN LOUNGE BAR 

Monday to Friday: From 12:00 to 14:00 


Students interested in booking space 
in the Campus Centre for conferences 
or parties are invited to contact CUSA’s 
Campus Centre Pub V.P. Maria Mazzuca 
at 482-9280. 


you so you can afford to pay next year’s 
tuition. Simple enough? 

You can use that money in other ways, 
buy drugs with it. Then sell them at 
inflated prices and triple your capital. 

Money is not the only thing that you 
have lost because of a_ university 
education. You could have been doing 
other things with your time, like 
watching Texas and Another World or 
M*A*S*H reruns. Perhaps you blew 
your only chance to write the Great 
Canadian Novel. What about that 
trifecta you never bet on at the track, 
thereby missing a payoff in the thou- 
sands. What about the times you could 
have sat around drinking bourbon and 
listening to the Blues. 

Surely all the above examples offer 
more enjoyment than sleeping through 
that course where attendance is compul- 
sory. Space Invaders are more fun to 
play with than Bunsen burners. 

You get the picture now? It is a natural 
fact that students would rather hang 
around in bars than classrooms. 

SOLECISM does not just want to come 
out and say that you have wasted your 
time and money here. But, admittedly 
you have better things to do. This is just a 
little reminder that not all Goodtime 
Charlies need to have the blues. 

Unless you are a first year student, do 
not quit school now. You have come this 


(Coming mext 
issue (Dec. 2) 
veteran CUSA 
politico fakes a 
look at the polities 


jelind the administrations 


approach te ttre cutbacks. 


Solecism: A mistake in grammar: 2. a 
breach of etiquette. 


far so you might as well get something 
out of it, but do not think that it is going 
to be a decent job or anything foolish 
like that. 

When you walk out of Concordia for 
good and your future is not as certain as 
Louis’ or Rick’s in Casablanca, there is 
something that you must do. 

Stand in front of the Hall Building, or 
Drummond Science Building or any 
Concordia building. Stare at it fora 
moment, then tap its wall lightly with an 
open hand and say: “Where I’m going, 
you can’t follow. What we had doesn’t 
amount to a hill of beans in this crazy 
place.” Stay silent for a moment here, 
for dramatic effect. Stuff your hands in 
your pockets and add, “‘Here’s looking 
at you, kid.” 


About this 
newsletter 


The Concordia University Students’ 
Association (CUSA) newsletter is in- 
tended to inform students of develop- 
ments within the University community 
and government which directly affect 
their education. 

Solecism is an open forum for 
discussion of ideas and brief flashes of 
piercing insight. 

Submissions from departmental asso- 
ciations, clubs, special interest groups 
and students at large should be 
submitted to either central CUSA office 
by January 7, 1982 for publication in the 
next issue. 

Articles must be written in either 
French or English. 

Preferred article length is two to three 
typewritten pages (double spaced). 

Publication of articles is dependent 
on fate. 

The editor is Dann Rogers, CUSA 
Information & Research V.P. 

Typesetting by CusaSet. 

Printing by Central Copy. 


